Arizona Department of Education (ADE)
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ?’S)
for the CTE Delivery System

General Information

1-Q.

A

3-Q.

4-Q.

Why is the State CTE Advisory Committee along with the Department of Education leading the
change from the existing Vocational Technological Education Model to a new CTE delivery system?

The existing model has been in place since 1987. The Arizona Career and Technical Education
Delivery System Project Report recommended examining the existing model. The changes are
necessary to raise the level of rigor and relevance in preparing Arizona students for workforce success.

When will schools be expected to implement the new CTE delivery system?

According to the action taken by the State Board of Education on March 28, 2005, the new CTE
delivery system will be implemented in school year 2007-2008.

Is the Arizona Career and Technical Education Delivery System Project Report on the web?

Yes. Itis available at http://www.ade.az.gov/cte/WhatsNew/CTEdeliveryreport.pdf.

What are the summary recommendations in the Arizona Career and Technical Education Delivery
System Project Report?

Summary Recommendations are listed on pages x and xi in the Arizona Career and Technical
Education Delivery System Project Report and below:

a. Develop, with input of all stakeholders, a shared vision and a clear and compelling mission
statement. Disseminate widely and use consistently in all communications.

b. Increase the access to CTE for more students.

C. Eliminate the mandate for the current three levels for the Arizona CTE delivery model.

Replace with a set of competencies that are industry determined, reflect the national career
clusters, and span grade levels into postsecondary studies. Information is available at
http://www.careerclusers.org.

d. Institute a system of technical assessments for CTE.

e. Integrate CTE into the mainstream of high school education in Arizona by strengthening the
academic and technical rigor of CTE curriculum and instruction.

What are the specific sources for answers in this set of FAQ’s?

The following sources were used:

a. Carl D. Perkins Vocational Technical Education Act of 1998 P.L. 105-332

b. Arizona Career and Technical Education Delivery System Project Report April 2003
C. Arizona State Board of Education Decisions

d. Road Map for the Future of Career and Technical Education meetings conducted in 2003 and
2004



e. Arizona High School Renewal and Improvement Initiative: Report on Regional Focus Groups
January 2005

CTE Course Content/Sequence

6-Q.

A.

7-Q.

May Career Preparation standards be delivered by rotating students by quarter through various
courses?

Yes. Enrollment may be reported by nine weeks and will identify the number of minutes taught each
week and include the name of the teacher along with other reporting information.

May Career Preparation standards from similar programs be delivered in the same classroom during
the same period with the same instructor?

Yes. However it is required that all standards are taught within the context of each Career Preparation program. There
are some programs where standards are closely- aligned. Specific CIP codes will be assigned as necessary for each
program.

Will the curriculum framework design process for the CTE programs change?

No. The process is a result of two studies sponsored by ADE in the last five years. The process
supports the long term strategies for CTE in Arizona and the State CTE Advisory Committee
goals. The current process includes:

a. Identifying national industry skill standards

b. Identifying industry recognized assessments/certificates (local and national)

C. Developing a design team consisting of a significant majority of industry representation

d. Soliciting industry and education representative feedback to validate all the components of the

curriculum framework

e. Increasing technical and academic rigor by applying higher order skills to program
competencies/indicators

f. Applying Arizona Academic Standards to program competencies and identifying appropriate
Performance Objectives that support improved academic attainment

Why is the CTE terminology in the curriculum framework changing from competencies to standards
and measurement criteria?

. The CTE terminology has been changed to standards and measurement criteria to provide language

that reflects the knowledge/skills/abilities required within CTE programs. The new CTE terminology
aligns with verbiage used in state and nation curriculum products. The new CTE terminology also
sends a message to all stakeholders of the importance of these standards and the necessary measurable
criteria required to successfully attaining these CTE standards.

10-Q. What is the new definition of a CTE standard that is used in the new curriculum framework?

A

The new definition of a CTE standard is very similar to the old definition of a competency. For many
years, the CTE Section has used the following definition of a competency, "An educational
construct/concept derived from a workplace task, knowledge, skill or ability requirements.” The CTE
standard definition will be as follows, "A clear and concise description of the knowledge, skill or
ability that students need to attain for workforce success and continuous learning."”



11-Q.

A.

12-Q.

13-Q.

14-Q.

15-Q.

16-Q.

17-Q.

18-Q.

19-Q.

What is the new definition of the term “measurement criteria” that is used in the new curriculum
framework?

The measurement criteria define the skill level or quality of specific tasks necessary for students to
attain the standard. Classroom instruction will address all measurement criteria since the technical
assessment(s) will be based on the measurement criteria.

Will districts need to revise curriculum for their CTE programs?

. Yes. When the new curriculum framework is available, the district will need to review and modify as

needed.

Should Career Exploration be offered in the context of specific occupations (i.e. industrial technology
or family and consumer sciences)?

No. The purpose of Career Exploration is to provide students with the skills to research careers as
identified in the Career Clusters.

May Career Preparation standards be combined with existing academic courses at the high school
level?

As long as the program has all the essential elements to maintain CTE program approval, the district
has the flexibility to design Career Preparation courses as it chooses.

What will happen to the existing Level 11 competencies?

Curriculum Design Teams will review all the Level 11 competencies. Design Teams will identify the
competencies appropriate for Career Preparation courses. Some of the Level 11 competencies have
already been incorporated into Career Exploration.

If Level Il courses become Career Preparation courses, will the standards be tracked to include the
former Level I competencies or something else?

Once the Design Teams decide which Level 1l competencies move into Career Preparation, students
will be assessed on those Career Preparation standards.

If schools have a block system delivering two Carnegie Units, can all the Career Preparation standards
be delivered in one year?

Even with the increased emphasis on relevant Career Exploration for all students before entering high
school, it is unlikely students can master the standards for a CTE program with two Carnegie Units of
instruction. The new frameworks will include additional academic and Career Preparation skills that
will require additional classroom time.

What will be required for districts to comply with the coherent sequence in the Basic Grant for a CTE
program to be approved?

Districts must satisfy the coherent sequence of instruction listed in the 2007 Handbook for the CTE
program. Programs will be measured on performance in the new CTE delivery system. This requires
programs to have annual enrollment, concentrators, completers and placements in reasonable numbers
for the size of the program. The 2005 OVAE Monitoring Report included a recommendation that CTE
strengthen the current use of performance results to include more than just the current Arizona size,
scope and quality guidelines. Specifically, quality should consider both the raw numbers and
percentages in measuring program performance.

What is the biggest impact of merging Levels Il and 111 on local course sequences?



20-Q.

21-Q.

22-Q.

23-Q.

24-Q.

25-Q.

26-Q.

27-Q.

28-Q.

Career Preparation courses will be expected to teach all standards and measurement criteria within the
context of each career. The time previously devoted to Level 11 instruction will become part of the
Career Preparation sequence reported with the program CIP number.

Will districts be allowed to continue delivering existing Level 11 competencies in school year 2007-
2008?

No. All existing Level Il competencies are being merged into Career Preparation standards.
May Carnegie Units in Career Exploration be counted for CTE Program Concentrator status?
No.

Is Career Exploration a required prerequisite course?

A district will be required to describe in their Basic Grant application how Career Exploration is
delivered in the district or their feeder district(s). Districts will not report enrollment in Career
Exploration courses. The description provided in the Basic Grant application as well as information
from site visits will verify that the Career Exploration courses are delivered. Districts will be asked to
provide documentation of implementation strategies for Career Exploration. All students must have
access to Career Exploration, even though a student may enter a Career Preparation program without
having taken a Career Exploration course.

May a single magnet school deliver Career Exploration?

Yes. Districts will be required to provide appropriate documentation for marketing/promoting Career
Exploration to all students, adequate district transportation and flexible scheduling for maximum
participation in Career Exploration.

Is there research to support Career Exploration standards?

Yes. Information on research-based practices is available at www.leadered.com. The International
Center for Leadership has prepared case studies of successful model programs that utilize Career
Exploration to engage students prior to high school and during 9™ grade. A rationale paper for Career
Exploration was prepared within the Career Exploration project and is posted on the CTE website at
http://www.ade.az.gov/cte/CurrFramework/RationaleCareerExploration10-11-05.pdf.

May Career Preparation courses be taught at the 9th to 12th grade level?
Yes.

Will students be required to complete Career Exploration before they begin Career Preparation
courses?

No. Completing the Career Exploration standards will give the student more focus prior to beginning
Career Preparation courses. At the present time, the requirement is for a program to offer Career
Exploration and make it available to all students. CTE does not intend to verify student participation
in Career Exploration as part of the review for concentrator records.

Will CTE produce models to illustrate how the new CTE delivery system could work?

Yes. We intend to continue discussing with districts potential scenarios for how districts could
structure CTE programs in the new CTE delivery system. The discussions will proceed as quickly as
feasible, so both CTE and districts can use the information in planning for the future.

Is there a State Supervisor for Career Exploration?

Yes. Program State Supervisors will provide oversight.



29-Q.

30-Q.

How will districts describe coherent sequence of courses in the Basic Grant Application?

The Basic Grant description of a coherent sequence is not expected to change. Schools will still list
their local course titles and the CTE equivalent title for each program the school offers. Included in
the coherent sequence will be a new component that will capture articulated courses. The information
will identify the feeder courses, the articulated school, who is the accountable (home or articulated
school) and the articulated enrollment type for those students taking courses off-campus.

How does a Joint Technical Education District show that Career Exploration and Career Preparation
are jointly delivered between a “feeder” campus and a Joint Technical Education District campus?

Joint Technical Education Districts (JTED) may need to require satellite feeder districts to offer the
Career Exploration portion of an approved program. The Career Preparation enroliment and
assessments might be offered at both campuses for students enrolled in a CTE program. The JTED
and feeder campuses must decide who reports the program courses and performance measures.

Approved Programs

31-Q.

A.

32-Q

33-Q.

What are the components of an approved CTE program?

An approved program must deliver both Career Exploration and Career Preparation courses including
all state-designated program standards. The program must offer student work-based participation that
involves actual work experience and connects classroom learning to work activities. The State Board
of Education on March 28, 2005 approved the following essential elements of an approved program:

a. Specified on the current CTE Program List

b. Program performance is evaluated annually and meets or exceeds established state performance
measures

C. Taught by an appropriately certified teacher per CTE certification requirements

d. Offers student work-based participation that involves actual work experience and connects
classroom learning to work activities

e. Delivers a coherent sequence of instruction

f. Teaches all the state-designated program competencies/standards

g. Requires student participation and Career Exploration for 7" to 9" grades

How might the Career Exploration standards be delivered? Is there a required length of time?

The standards may be delivered in a single course or integrated into several other courses. However,
documentation such as course syllabi or lesson plans must be provided to establish legitimacy of the
existence of Career Exploration within a district, in order to render the district eligible for Basic Grant
funding. All Career Exploration standards need to be delivered.

Will districts be required to submit a plan for their CTE programs to be approved to transition to the
new CTE delivery system?

Existing programs will continue to be reviewed utilizing the same accountability system that is
currently in place. There will be no additional documentation or requirements to be approved into the
new CTE delivery system. The agency will still need to document that the programs still have all the
essential elements to qualify as a CTE approved program in the new CTE delivery system. Forms of
acceptable documentation will continue to be the following:

a. Basic Grant - coherent sequence and objectives



34-Q
A.

35-Q.
A
36-Q.

A

37-Q.

38-Q.

39-Q.

40-Q.

41-Q.

b. State Supervisors - technical assistance and program approval
C. MIS - performance measures data
Will CTE program size and scope be addressed differently in the new CTE delivery system?

No. Sufficient size and scope are defined on pages 110-111 of the August 2006 Guidelines located on
the CTE webpage at http://www.ade.az.gov/cte/AP1/2006PMGuide.pdf. At this time, no change in
size definition is planned.

What is the definition of a CTE Program Concentrator in the new CTE delivery system?
A student who leaves secondary education with two Carnegie Units of Career Preparation courses.

May a student be called a Program Concentrator in Arizona if they transferred in with two Carnegie
Units from another state?

Yes. When a student transfers in with credits that can be associated with an active Career Preparation
program at an Arizona high school, the credits may be used to report a concentrator.

If a student exits a CTE Program before becoming a concentrator, will the CTE program be penalized?

No, unless so many students exit the program before becoming concentrators that the program is
unable to produce concentrators. CTE programs are expected to have a certain percentage of students
who become concentrators each year. The 2005 OVAE Monitoring Report recommended that Arizona
strengthen the current size, scope and quality guidelines.

Can a student whose IEP lists modifications to standard attainment be considered a Program
Completer.

Yes. The current practice of allowing an IEP student to be counted as a completer under certain
circumstances will be continued. If the nature of the disability prevents the student from attaining all
standards, the specific requirements to determine that student’s completion, as well as justification for
those specific requirements, must be defined in the IEP/IVEP. An informative document “Reporting
IEP Students as Program Completers” is available on the CTE webpage at
http://www.ade.az.gov/cte/federalprograms.

What is the “new” definition of a CTE Program Completer?

The definition of a Program Completer will stay the same, but replaces references to Level 111 with
“Career Preparation Completers.” A Program Completer is a concentrator who passes the state-
adopted proficiency assessment OR in the absence of a state technical assessment, a concentrator who
attains at least 80% of the total Career Preparation standards.

What is an exit point?

An exit point is the minimum number of industry validated standards that a student must master to
leave the program as a completer. An exit point could be measured by more than one assessment and
some programs will have multiple exit points. These will be defined in the future and published. CTE
hopes to provide incentive funds to programs that prepare students beyond the minimum. An exit
point must lead to a job with a livable wage in the industry. For example, in Automotive Technologies
a student could receive an ASE Certification in Brakes allowing the student to obtain gainful
employment.

If a program has multiple exit points, is a Program Completer required to attain 80% of the total
program standards?



A. No. The intent is to eliminate the 80% requirement by offering state-approved assessment options as
soon as possible. If the program has multiple exit points, the concentrator becomes a completer by
attaining 80% of the standards for an exit point before leaving the program. However, a concentrator
doesn’t need to complete multiple exit points to be a Program Completer.

42-Q. What is a livable wage?

A. A livable wage is defined by State and Federal census and labor information. Sources include the U.S.
Census Bureau, Arizona Department of Commerce and the Arizona Department of Economic Security.

43-Q. If a program offers multiple exit points, will districts be required to offer all of the exit points?

A. Yes. In order to have an approved program a district must deliver all the state-designated standards
and provide instruction for students who choose to attain all the identified exit points within the
program options offered at that high school.

44-Q. What constitutes an exit point for Auto Technology?

A. A student who earns two or more credits in Automotive Technology and passes the NOCTI Workplace
Readiness Assessment and either the AYES classroom assessment or the ASE examination for Brakes,
Steering and Suspension, Electrical/Electronic Systems, or Engine Performance may qualify for
gainful employment with these combined credentials. The combination of workplace skills and one
AYES area could be an exit point for the Automotive Technology program.

45-Q. Will districts be rewarded for providing multiple exit points for students who participate in the
complete program?

A. CTE hopes to reward programs by paying a higher rate for Program Completers who stay past the first
exit point.

46-Q. Do districts have to collect and report any additional information because a CTE program may have
more than one exit point?

A. No. The concentrator records currently include assessment information. ADE will use assessment
information to identify when students complete more than the minimum expected standards for a
program. If the program is not currently collecting and reporting assessment information, this will be
new information for the program to collect and report.

47-Q. Will some students be grandfathered or will all students start the new CTE delivery system at the same
time? How will ADE monitor records for students who are in the CTE system as they complete their
program with Career Preparation courses?

A. Students who complete the Level 1l competencies prior to the school year 2007-2008 can receive credit
for attaining those competencies using transcript data. The review of transcripts always allows the
opportunity to combine credits from previous courses. The data quality reviews will assist during the
transition.

48-Q. Will union high school districts be required to deliver the Career Exploration standards?

A. All programs will be expected to offer a coherent sequence of Career Exploration and Career
Preparation in order to have an approved program. Union high school districts must be able to
document that Career Exploration is occurring at their feeder districts or they must offer a Career
Exploration course in the 9th grade or higher. If students did not have the opportunity to participate in
a Career Exploration course prior to their high school entrance, Career Exploration standards should be
included at the high school level.

49-Q. May districts deliver Career Preparation courses according to their own needs?



A.

50-Q.

A.

51-Q.

Yes. They may as long as all of the program standards are taught in a coherent sequence of
instruction.

Should districts plan to deliver some of the common standards that address for example employability
skills in one course?

No. There are no common standards across programs. Each CTE program will have specific Career
Preparation standards unique to the program.

Will a CTE program’s history in performance measures follow the program into the new delivery
system?

Yes. When a program receives a sunset and then a new birth date, there a break in using historical
data. If the program is new and has never been sunset, the data starts with the performance measure
data submitted. Unless ADE adopts an approval process for existing programs to transition to the new
CTE delivery system, it is expected that the historical data will be available for programs to use as they
transition to the delivery system.

Professional Development

52-Q.

A.

53-Q.

54-Q.

55-Q.

56-Q.

Will the CTE Section be providing professional development focusing on changes in CTE curriculum
frameworks?

Yes. All stakeholders will have the opportunity to participate in professional development focused on
the revised curriculum frameworks. Career Exploration standards were posted on the Tech Prep
website in August 2005 for implementation during school year 2007-2008. Career Preparation
standards will be posted on the Tech Prep website during summer 2006 with implementation during
the school year 2007-2008. Numerous professional development activities for all programs were
available beginning with the 2005 CTE Summer Conference. Local, state and federal funding will be
used to support professional development activities to improve CTE programs for full implementation
to the new CTE delivery system in school year 2007-2008. In addition, districts should utilize local,
state and federal funding to support professional development activities for staff training.

Will the CTE Section be providing technical assistance to CTE teachers on industry validated technical
assessments?

Yes. The CTE Section will provide targeted professional development for CTE teachers during school
year 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 to assist teachers in preparation for changes related to program
expectations.

Teacher Certification

Will current teacher CTE certification requirements continue under the new CTE delivery system?

Yes. The State Board of Education approved the essential elements of an approved program to include
“taught by an appropriately certified teacher per certification requirements” on September 25, 2000
and again on March 28, 2005.

What is an appropriately certified CTE teacher?

Appropriate teacher certification for all CTE programs is identified in the 2005 Handbook. CTE
certification requirements are available at www.ade.az.gov/certification/requirements.

What are the teacher certification requirements for Career Exploration courses?

At least one member of the teaching team must have a CTE certificate. Team teaching may be utilized
in Career Exploration within the new CTE delivery system. A team is defined as more than one



57-Q.

58-Q.

59-Q.

60-Q.

61-Q.
A.

teacher. All team members are involved in instruction and coordinate the delivery of the standards.
This information is available in the 2005 Handbook. This applies to union and unified school districts.

What are the teacher certification requirements for Career Preparation courses?

Career Preparation courses will be taught by an appropriately certified teacher per CTE certification
requirements. The 2005 Handbook identifies CTE certificates appropriate for each program.

Will all Career Preparation teachers be required to be appropriately certified for the program to be
approved?

Yes. By school year 2007-2008 only approved programs are eligible for funding. All Career
Preparation teachers will be required to be appropriately certified for program approval. If team
teaching is utilized, all members of the team need to be appropriately CTE certified. Teachers with a
Standard Secondary certificate should obtain an appropriate provisional CTE certificate. The
provisional CTE certificate is valid for two years and renewable for two years. Career Preparation
teachers teaching Education Professions will meet the certification requirements as outlined in the
2005 Handbook.

If a Level Il teacher is not currently CTE certified, what will this teacher be required to do in order to
teach Career Preparation courses?

All current Level 11 teachers assigned to Career Preparation courses will need an appropriate CTE
certificate. Those teachers currently holding a Standard Secondary certificate need to obtain an
appropriate provisional CTE certificate. The provisional certificate is valid for two years and
renewable for two years.

Will the current certification requirements for Level Il apply to Career Exploration?
No. According to the 2005 Handbook any CTE certificate is allowable for Career Exploration.
Will the Structured English Immersion (SEI)) endorsement be required for CTE teachers?

Yes. The SEI endorsement is required for all teachers and administrators in Arizona. Information is
available at http://www.ade.az.gov/asd/lep/.

Funding

62-Q.

A.

63-Q.

64-Q.

65-Q.

Will districts receive State funding for 10" grade students enrolled in CTE courses?

No. Schools will not receive funding for 10 grade students under the new CTE delivery system. That
would require a change in Session Law. The change would require the support of the Arizona State
Board of Education, ADE Administration and the legislature. Without an increase in the state
appropriation for the Vocational Block Grant, funding 10" grade students would take funding away
from 11" and 12" grade students.

If a student passes an assessment but does not have two Carnegie Units, can the district get state
funding for the student who “tests out”?

No. State enrollment funding is based on “seat time” in an approved CTE program course for students
actually enrolled and attending an approved CTE course. State Block Grant placement funding is paid
for concentrators with two or more Carnegie Units.

Do Career Exploration courses generate State funding?
No.

May Federal Basic Grant funds be used to support Career Exploration courses?



66-Q.

67-Q.

68-Q.

A.

Federal Basic Grant funds may be used to support Career Exploration courses that include 9" to 12™
grade students. Federal funds may also be used to support career awareness activities at 7" and 8"
grades. This may not include equipment, supplies and instruction costs. Funds may not be expended
below 7" grade. Professional development to support teachers in delivering Career Exploration is a
recommended expenditure for local/state/federal funding, and would be appropriate for this current
year to begin planning for delivery in the 2007-2008 school year.

May districts spend State CTE Block Grant funds on 7" and 8" grades?

Yes, State CTE funds may be expended on 7™ to 12" grade CTE students, as well as for professional
development for teachers in approved CTE program courses. State CTE funds may not be expended
below 7™ grade.

How does funding for Career Exploration impact union high school districts and their “feeder
districts?”

Federal Perkins funds may not be used to directly support CTE programs at the 7th and 8th grade level.
However, the law does allow for career awareness activities. The union and feeder elementary districts
may enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to provide Perkins funding to support career
awareness activities for 7" and 8" grade, or the union high school district could directly provide
services to the feeder elementary districts. For example, Tempe Union High School District employs
one full-time staff person to serve Tempe’s elementary feeder districts. A union high school district
may elect not to spend either state or federal funds on career awareness activities at their feeder
district(s). However, in order for any high school CTE program to be approved, Career Exploration
courses must be delivered somewhere in the sequence for that district.

Mhay JTED member districts use ADM funds to support Career Exploration courses offered in 7" and
8" grades?

According to the HB 2418 JTED funds may be used to support 7" and 8" grade Career Exploration.

Technical Assessments

69-Q.
A

70-Q.
A.

Who is going to pay for technical assessments?

Crucial considerations to be made before adopting any assessment options include analyzing who will
take the assessments, when the assessments should be given, why the assessments are used, and the
costs of the assessment options. For example, are assessments to be administered only to students who
have earned enough Carnegie units to be program concentrators? There are significant costs
differences between administering assessments to course samplers versus program concentrators.
Once these decisions have been reached there are many different courses of action districts can take to
help offset the assessment costs. The district, Business and Industry partners and JTED can choose to
each pay and/or to share the costs of the assessments that are necessary for successful completion of
each program. However, there may be special circumstances that arise such as some special
population groups where Basic Grant Funding may be available to assist with the costs of the
assessment.

What is the timeline for all CTE programs to include technical assessments?

According to the Strategic Goals approved by the Arizona State Board of Education, technical
assessments will be implemented in school year 2007-2008. Initially, all programs will be able to use
the state-endorsed NOCTI Workplace Readiness Assessment to measure the workplace skills standards
common to all CTE programs.



71-Q.

A

72-Q.

A.

73-Q.

74-Q.

75-Q.

76-Q.

What is the process for the CTE Section to identify appropriate technical assessments?

A draft model to reflect the process to validate technical assessments for CTE programs was published
in 2005 and can be found in the Secondary 2006 Guidelines on page 80.

May a student “test out” of a CTE course by passing a CTE assessment and still be a Program
Concentrator?

The transcript credit for “testing out” of a CTE course will be up to each individual district. All
transcripted credits can be counted towards concentration in a CTE program.

If a student completes one Carnegie Unit and passes all technical assessments identified for the
program, is the student a concentrator who can be reported as a completer?

No. A concentrator must have two Carnegie Units in a CTE Career Preparation program to be
included in concentrator reporting.

Is Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certification required for a student to be a Program
Completer in an Automotive Technology program?

No. Actual ASE certification requires years of on the job experience. Instead, Arizona is endorsing
the NATEF Automotive Youth Educational Systems (AYES) curriculum, which assesses students
throughout their classroom experience. Arizona is also endorsing the ASE certification examinations.
The AYES curriculum prepares students to sit for the industry-validated ASE examinations if they
choose. Students may take classroom AYES assessments, ASE certification examinations, and/or the
NOCTI Workplace Readiness Assessments to demonstrate attainment of the Automotive Technology
standards leading to an exit point and program completion.

Will standard tracking be required for Career Preparation courses?

. As Arizona moves to measuring standard attainment using industry validated technical assessments,

competency tracking will no longer be the method to determine if a student has completed a program.
Because assessments will be endorsed for CTE programs at different times, some programs will
continue to use standard tracking longer than others. Initially, all programs will be able to use the
state-endorsed NOCTI Workplace Readiness Assessment to measure the workplace skills standards
common to all CTE programs. Assessing part of the CTE program standards is allowable until there
are state-endorsed assessments for all CTE program standards. Eventually all programs will have a
series of assessments from which to choose to measure standard attainment.

Since the technical attainment Performance Measure 3.1 requires attaining 80% of the total program
standards, must a student pass assessments with an 80% score?

No. Industry-validated assessments define a passing score, which may be higher or lower than 80%.
Performance Measure 3.1 will read: x % CTE Program Concentrators who leave secondary education
in the reporting year either (1) will pass the state-adopted proficiency assessment(s) OR in the absence
of a state proficiency assessment for specific program standards (2) will be documented as attaining at
least 80% of the remaining program standards in an approved CTE program.

77-Q. What are the options if a student does not want to take an assessment because there is a testing fee?

A

The state hopes to endorse a variety of cost-effective assessments to measure student attainment. In
the event a student is unable to pay the assessment fee, Basic Grant funds may be able to assist some
students in paying the fee. Some districts use JTED funds to cover assessment fees. Others are
receiving assistance from business and industry partners to cover all or portions of the assessment
costs. Since passing the industry-validated assessments are an important part of a student’s portfolio in



78-Q.
A.

79-Q.

demonstrating workplace competence, all students should be made aware of the value of these
achievements.

May districts use Basic Grant funds for technical assessments?

Yes. Basic Grant funds may be used to support technical assessments under specific circumstances
when those assessments are an integral part of an approved Basic Grant Application. Basic Grant funds
may also be used to support assessment expenses for economically disadvantaged students when
students are required to pay for their own assessments. Other funding sources should be utilized as
well, such as JTED funding, district maintenance and operation funds, business partner support or State
Vocational Block Grant funding. If it is the district’s practice to pay for all other assessments, the use
of the Basic Grant funds to pay for CTE student assessment costs raises questions related to
supplanting, which is not allowed under current Perkins law.

Will ADE have a statewide contract or agreement for testing services that prescribes dates, locations,
costs and a high school point of contact?

No. ADE will publicize relevant information in the ADE Draft Assessment Resource Table posted on
the CTE web pages. Some organizations, such as NOCTI, already have a state-designated point of
contact and have advertised for sites interested in becoming a designated testing location.



